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WE CLAIM AS OUR INVENTION: 

~fi~HTr nl e 3g — eemposite masonry block comprising a. 



I / front surface and a back surface adjoined by first and 

second side surfaces, a top surface and a bottom surf^tfe 
5 each lying adjacent said front, back, and first anjr second 
side surfaces, 

each of said side surfaces having afh inset 
spanning from said block top surfac^to said block 
bottom surface, 
10 said block top surf ace^omprising one or more 

protrusions positioned adjacent said first and second 
inset on said block topr surface, 

said block back" surface comprising first and 
second legs, sa^d first leg extending from the wall 
15 back surf ace/beyond the plane of said block first side 

surface a#a said second leg extending from the wall 
back ^mrface beyond the plane of said block second side 
suj?f ace, wherein said first and second legs angle 

20 - 2. Th^block o£ claim 1 wherein oaid bl oc k liai> ar r^ffen 

central portion extending from said top surface tP^ said 

bottom surface 

3. The block of claim 1 wherein said block front 

surface is substantially->Planar . 
25 4. The blpefc""of claim 1 wherein said block front 

surface <£a fp ne x&d 
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sur 




in said block front 



Eh The-bl QCk Of Claim 1 who-r^in gair| HI o/sJ^prrVF^ g i m 



f' n / comprises first and second oblong sectj 



:ween which is 



5 positioned a joining^&eertxon, said joining section having a 
narrower^wrath than either of said first and second oblong 
a ction s-s — 

7. The block of claim 8 wherein said insets extend 

t 

from about 1 inch to 4 inches into the center portion oi 
10 the block. 



8. A retaining wall structure, said retaining/wall 



structure comprising one or more courses , each j6i said 
courses comprising one or more composite mascmry blocks , 
each of said composite masonry blocks coimzfrising a front 
15 surface and a back surface adjoined bv/tirst and second 
side surfaces, a top surface and a bottom surface each 
lying adjacent said front, back a/id first and second side 
surfaces, 

each of said side ^drfaces having an inset 
20 spanning from said bl^zfck top surface to said block 

bottom surface, 

said block /top surface comprising a protrusion 
positioned adjacent said first and second inset on said 
block top Surface k 
25 sa^kfl. block back surface comprising first and 

secoi 
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back surface beyond the plane of said block^flrst side 
surface and said second leg extendinq^f^om the wall 
back surface beyond the plane pf said block second side 

surface wherein said fi^sx and second legs angle 

* 

towards said blocjc^ront surface. 

9. The ret^arfiing structure of claim 8 wherein said 
structure^crbmprises at least two courses wherein the blocks 
of ^atld upper course comprise insets which are seated on 
the protrusions of the blo ^k n f g r^H=t— 1 M W^r '"''""irs 0 . 



10 



Th^^Vni^t . ii r^ of claim 9 wherein saiet^ ot^jjU 4[ig 

structure comprises a supporting matrix positioned between 
adjacent blocks of said upper and lower courses, 

11. The retaining structure of claim 9 where4rfi the 
blocks of said upper course are smaller when ^preasured from 

15 front to back than the blocks of said low#t course. 

12. The structure of claim 10 whefrein said supporting 
matrix comprises tie backs posi^jr^ned between the blocks of 
said upper and lower coursj 

13. The structur^Sf claim 11 wherein said supporting 
20 matrix comprises continuous webbing positioned between 

the blocks o| / said upper and lower courses. 

14. ytfhe structure of claim 9 wherein said wall is 
substantially vertical. 

15. The structure of claim 9 wherein said wall sets 



25 back at an— amgie in relationship to Lhu yroundn 
^r6-^_4_bl^J&-jaold asc^mbly-,Geinpgisincf ; 
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1m 16, comprising a head 



(a) a stripper shoe, said stripper shoe having a 
top side and a bottom side, said shoe bottom side 
having one or more depressions, said shoe top side 
comprising one or more heating element/positioned over 
said shoe bottom side depressions; ar 

(b) a block mold having a central opening and 
shaped to receive said stripper shoe, said mold having 
a front, back, and first and second sides, 

17. The mold assembly of clalm/l6, comprising a heat 
10 shroud affixed to said shoe, said ASAP shroud configured to 

contain said heating element. 

18. The mold assembly of c, 
affixed to said heat shroud. 

19. A method of using a yfclock mold assembly, said 
15 block mold assembly comprising! 

(a) a stripper sttoe, said stripper shoe having a 
top side and a bottom/ side, said shoe bottom side 
having one or more depressions, said shoe top side 
comprising one or jnore heating element positioned over 

20 said shoe bottom yfeide depressions; and 

(b) a block mold having a central opening and 
shaped to receive said stripper shoe, said mold having 
a front, back, and first and second sides, said method 
comprising Ahe steps of: 

25 / 1 i^-"-~~TTradi nq said mo ld with block mix; 
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(ii) compressing the block mix wi^tf said 
shoe; and 

(iii) strjj^pitfcf^he block from the mold with 

said 

> T-ggnii-ifl 3__p22r)ni thf 1 m^th^d of cl a im - 

2TV. TV— m^t-hoH of hnildinrj a ^^ing BtrilHtnr^y — &aid^P 

structure comprising at least two courses, each of^ScTid 
courses comprising one or more composite masprfry blocks, 
each of said blocks comprising a f ront^slirf ace and a back 
surface adjoined by first and secprfd side surfaces, a top 
surface and a bottom surface^ach lying adjacent said 
front, back and first arra second side surfaces, wherein the 
blocks of said uppdr course are smaller in dimension when 
measured frojn^said front surface to said back surface than 
the blop#s of said lower course, said method comprising the 
step of laying each of said courses to form said retaining 
structure-? ^ 
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